
SYLLABUS FOR PHILOSOPHY COURSE 
 

A. THE OBLIGATORY BASIC SUBJECTS 

Systematic Philosophy 

 
SP01 Introduction to Philosophy                                             2 
ECTS Origin  –  Meaning  and  Definition  of  Philosophy  –  
Understanding (Positive,  Negative  and  Literal)  of  Philosophy  and  
the  Objects  of Philosophy – Divisions of Philosophy: Ancient, 
Medieval, Modern and Contemporary – Relation between Philosophy, 
Science and Religion – The Uses and Functions of Philosophy – 
Important Terms in Philosophy. Bibliography 

1.   Amaladass,  A.,  Introduction  to  Philosophy,  Chennai:  Satya 
Nilayam Publications, 2001. 

2.   Perry, J., Introduction to Philosophy, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1998. 

3.   Rosmini, A., Introduction to Philosophy, Oxford: Rosmini 
Home, 

2004. 

4.   Soransen, R., A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and 
the 

Labyrinths of the Mind, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2003. 

5.   Storck, M.H., “Arts and Artifacts: An Aristotelian Approach” in 
International Philosophical Quarterly, 53 (2013) 2, pp. 107-116. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 

 
SP02 Logic                                                                                 4 ECTS 
Introduction:  Nature  and  Scope  of  Logic  –  Deductive  Logic:  Terms, 
Propositions,   Opposition   of   Propositions,   Obversion,   Conversion, 
Categorical  Syllogism,  Hypothetical  Syllogism,  Disjunctive  Syllogism, 
Dilemma, Relational Arguments – Inductive Logic: Nature of Induction, 
Kinds of Induction, The Postulates of Induction, The Material Grounds 
of Induction, Analogy, Hypothesis, Symbolic Logic: Introduction, 
Calculus of Propositions, Predicate Calculus, TheAxiomatic Method, 
TheAlgebra of Classes. 

Bibliography 

1. Cohen, M. R., and Nagel, E., An Introduction to Logic, Second 
Edition   edited   with   an   introduction   by   John   Corcoran, 
Indianapolis/ Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Company, 1993. 

2. Copi,  I.,  and  Cohen,  C.,  Introduction  to  Logic,  New  Delhi: 
Prentice Hall of India Private Limited, 2004 

3. Jacquette,   D.,   Symbolic   Logic,   United   States:   Wadsworth 
Publishing Company, 2000 

4. Sinclair, W. A., The Traditional Formal Logic, A Short Account for 
Students, London: Methuen & Co Ltd., 1965. 



5. Stebbing, S. L., A Modern Elementary Logic, Revised by C. W. K. 
Mundle, New York, Barnes & Noble, 1963. 

Rev. Dr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 

 
SP03 Ontology                                                                           4 ECTS 
Objects of Ontology – Comprehension of the Idea of Being – Extension 
of  the  Idea  of  Being  and  the  Consequence  of  the  Transcendental 
Extension – Attributes of Being – The Problem of Multiple and Change 
– The Problem of the Existence of Finite and Infinite Being. 

Bibliography 

1.  Bogliolo, L., Metaphysics, Bangalore: TPI, 1987. 

2.  Francis,  J.,  The  Philosophy  of  Being,  Bangalore:  St.  Peter's 
Pontifical Institute, 2005. 

3.  Hawkins,  D.  J.  B.,  Being  and  Becoming,  London:  Sheed  
and 

Ward, 1934. 

4.  Vadakethala, F.J., Discovery of Being, Bangalore: Dharmaram 
College, 1970. 

5.  Van,   S.   F.,   Ontology,   Louvain:   Lawrence   Moonam   (trs) 
Publication Universities, 1970. 

Rev. Dr. A. Juliet Anthoni Raj 

 
SP04  Epistemology                                                                 3 ECTS 
Introduction   –   Problems   of   Epistemology:   Knowledge   Situation, 
Consciousness and Judgment – Epistemological Theories: Scepticism, 
Rationalism, Empiricism, Intuitionism – Requisites of Knowledge: 
Truth, Certitude,  Evidence  –  Role  of  Language  in  Epistemology:  
Symbols, Functions of Language, Word–meaning, Sentence–meaning, 
Theories of Meaning, Hermeneutics – Conclusion: Epistemology and 
Revelation. Bibliography 

1. Copper, D. E., Epistemology, Oxford: Blackwell Pub, 1999. 

2. David,  W.  L.,  Epistemology,  London:  Inter  Varsity  Fellowship, 
1990. 

3. Moser, P.   K., Epistemology,   New   York:   Oxford   University 
Press, 2002. 

4. Rodrigues,  A.,   Epistemology   or   Philosophy   of   
Knowledge, Redemptorist Publications, 1986. 

5. Steenberghen. F., Epistemology, London: B. Herder Book Co., 
1998. 

Rev. Dr. A. Benedict Prabaharan 
 

SP05 Cosmology                                                                       3 ECTS 
Definition  and  Scope  of  Cosmology  – An  Overview  of  Cosmology  
– Different   Cosmological   Models   and   Theories:   Geocentric   Model, 
Heliocentric Model, Mathematical Model, Mechanistic Model, The Static 
Model, Big Bang Models, Steady State Models, New Models: Theory of 



Electromagnetism,  Theory  of  Thermodynamics,  Theory  of  Relativity, 
Quantum  Theory  –  Cosmological  Principles  –  Search  for  Extra  – 
Terrestrial Intelligence – The Possible End of Cosmos. 

Bibliography 

1.  Du Noüy, L., Human Destiny, A Signet Book, The New American 
Library, 1949. 

2.  Rabut, O., Dialogue with Teilhard de Chardin, London and New 
York: Sheed and Ward, 1961. 

3.  Schlesinger, G. N., Aspects of Time, Indianapolis, Cambridge: 
Hackett Publishing Company, 1980. 

4.  Sharma R. R., Realistic Foundations of Physics & Cosmology, 
(The beginning of Realistic Science), Indianapolis, Cambridge: 
Abhishek Publications,  2002. 

5.  Ward,  B.,  and  Dubos,  R.,  Only  One  Earth,  The  Care  and 
Maintenance of a Small Planet, Penguin Books in association 
withAndré Deutsch, 1972. 

Rev. Fr. J.  Maria Xavier Gnanadhas 

 
SP06 Theodicy                                                                          3 ECTS 
The  Question  of  Natural  Theology  –  Detailed  Study  of  the  
Various Arguments of St. Anselm and St. Thomas for the Existence of 
God – The Phenomenon of Religion and the Problem of Religious 
Language – A Detailed Study of the Nature of God and of the 
VariousAttributes of God – AStudy of Creation –
APhilosophicalAnalysis of the Problem of Evil. Bibliography 

1.  Chardin,  T.  DE,  Christianity  and  Evolution,  London:  William 
Collins Sons & Co, 1969. 

2.  Gornall, T., Philosophy of God, London: Sheed and Ward Ltd., 
1962. 

3.  Mendis, V. D., Philosophy of Creation in Thomas Aquinas Making 
God Intelligible to Non-theist, Romae, 1994. 

4.  Ranade, R. D., Bhagavadagita as a Philosophy of God, 
Bombay: Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1982. 

5.  Tyrrell, B., Bernard Lonergan's Philosophy of God, Dublin: Gill 
and Macmillan, 1998. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 
 

 

SP07 Philosophical Anthropology                                        4 ECTS 
Historical  Understanding  of  Man  in  the  Past:  Indian  Thought,  
Greek Thought, Judeo Christian Thought, Cartesian View – 
Understanding of Man   Today:   The   Personalist,   Materialist,   
Marxist   view   of   Man, Anthropology  of  Some  Psychologists  –  
Impact  of  Evolution  –  The Phenomenology of Man: Man as a 
Conscious Being in the World, at the World,  with  Others  and  Open  
to  Transcendental  Realities  –  Free Dynamic Being – Survival after 
Death. 



Bibliography 

1.  Bogliolo, L., Philosophical Anthropology, Firma K.L.M. Pvt. Ltd., 
1984. 

2.  Jayandre,  S.,  Philosophical Anthropology  in  Saiva  
Siddhanta, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publisher, 1989. 

3.  Mani,   D.   S.,   Encyclopaedia   Anthropology   Philosophical 
Anthropology, New Delhi: Mittal Publications, 2000. 

4.  Mondin, B., Philosophical Anthropology, Bangalore: Theological 
Publications in India, 1985 

5.  Karakunnel,  G.,  “Man  as  the  image  of  God;  Anthropology  of 
Vatican II” in Living Word, 100 (1994) 05, pp. 331 – 355. 

Rev. Dr. A. Benedict Prabaharan 

 
SP08 Ethics (Moral Philosophy)                                               4 
ECTS General Ethics: Introduction – The Basic Concepts of Moral 
Philosophy – Definition  of  Ethics,  Nature,  Scope,  Methods,  
Relationship  with  the Other  Sciences  –  Morality  of  Human  Acts:  
Constituent  Elements, Modifying  Factors,  Sources  of  Human  
Morality  –  Problem  of  Moral Values – Obligatory Nature – Theories 
of Ethical Standard – Norms of Morality – Moral Order: Objective – 
Law, Subjective – Conscience – Evil, Sanction  and  Merit  –  Theories  
of  Punishment.  Moral  Philosophy  of Hindu, Indian Wisdom in 
Thirukkural and Similar Tamil Literatures – Role of Women, Family, 
Casteism, Bonded Labour, Child Labour. Bibliography 

1.  Lafollette, H. and Persson, I., eds., The Blackwell Guide to 
Ethical 

Theory, New York: Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2013. 

2.  Mackenzie,  S.J.,  Manual  of  Ethics,  Delhi:  Oxford    University 
Press, 1973. 

3.  Vatsyaya, Ethics Made Easy, Meerut: Kedarnath Ramnath, 1988. 

4.  Sinha J., A Manual of Ethics, Calcutta: New Central BookAgency, 
1986. 

5.  Frankena, K.W., Ethics, New Delhi: Prentice Hall of India, 1982. 

Rev. Fr. J.  Maria Xavier Gnanadhas 
 

 
SP09 Political Philosophy                                                       3 ECTS 
This  course  introduces  the  students  to  different  political  ideologies, 
socio-political concepts, various systems of political thoughts, different 
types of Government systems and the world communities of nations. 
Besides,  it  enumerates  the  political  ideas  of  important  philosophers 
throughout the history. It also discusses how these political systems and 
ideologies influence the present-day political structures of the world at 
large and India, in particular. 
Bibliography 

1.  Estlund, David, The Oxford Handbook of Political Philosophy, 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. 



2.  Kumari,   Vinod,   Political   Philosophy,   Delhi:   Ajanta   Books 
International, 2003. 

3.  Leftwich,  Adrien,  What  is  Politics?  Cambridge:  Polity  Press, 
2004. 

4.  Miller, David, Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

5.  Popkin, Richard H., Philosophy Made Simple, New York: Double 
Day Company, 1956. 

6.  Wolff,  Jonathan,  An  Introduction  to  Political  Philosophy,  New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2016. 

Rev. Fr. J.  Maria Xavier Gnanadhas 

 
History of Philosophy - Western Philosophy 

 

 
WP01 Ancient Greek Philosophy                                              4 ECTS 
Origin   and   Development   of   Greek   Philosophy   –   Pre–Socratic 
Philosophers – Socrates – Plato – Aristotle – The Decline, Stoicism, 
Epicureanism,   Scepticism,   Eclecticism   and   Jewish   Hellenistic 
Philosophy – Plotinus. 

Bibliography 

1.  Bunnin,   N.,   and   E.P.   Tsui-James,   (ed.),   The   Blackwell 
Companion to Philosophy, 1996, 2003. 

2.  Furley, D. (ed.), Routledge History of Philosophy: From 
Aristotle toAugustine, Vol. II, New York: Routledge, 1999. 

3.  Kenny,  A.,  A  New  History  of  Western  Philosophy:  Ancient 
Philosophy, Vol. 1, New York: Oxford University Press, Inc., 

2004 

.4. Sarkar, S. & Pfeifer, J. (eds.), The Philosophy of Science: An 
Encyclopedia, New York: Routledge, 2006. 

5.  Composta,   D.,   History   of   Ancient   Philosophy,   
Bangalore: Theological Publications in India, 2008. 

Rev. Dr. A. Benedict Prabaharan 

 
WP02 Medieval Philosophy                                                     4 ECTS 
The Problem of Medieval Philosophy – Merits of Medieval Philosophy – 
Patristic  Philosopher,  St. Augustine  –  Scholastic  Philosophers,  John 
Scotus  Erigena  –  The  Problem  of  the  Universal,  St.  Anselm,  St. 
Bonaventure, St. Thomas Aquinas, Bl. John Scotus – The Decadence 
of Scholastic Philosophy. 

Bibliography 

1. Georgy, G., “Medieval Philosophies: What Are They, and Why?” 
in Philosophy Today, 57:2, 2013, pp 170-181. 

2. Gracia,  J.E.J.,  and  Noome,  B.  T.,  (ed.),  A  Companion  to 
Philosophy:  MiddleAges, USA: Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 

2003. 

3. Kenny,  A.,  A  New  History  of  Western  Philosophy:  Ancient 



Philosophy,  Vol.  2,  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  Inc., 
2005. 

4. Marenbon, J. (Ed.), Routledge History of Philosophy: Medieval 
Philosophy, Vol. III, New York: Routledge, 1998. 

5. Mondin,  B.,  A  History  of  Medieval  Philosophy,  Bangalore: 
Theological Publications in India, 1991. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 

 
WP03 Modern Philosophy                                                         4 ECTS 
Philosophy of Renaissance – William of Occam – Nicholas of Cusa – 
Giordano  Bruno  –  Campanella  –  Machiavelli  –  Scepticism  –  Francis 
Bacon – Thomas Hobbes – Rene Descartes – Benedict Spinoza – John 
Locke – George Berkeley – David Hume – G.W. Leibniz – Volataire – 
J.J. Rousseau – Kant – Jacobi – Hegel. 

Bibliography 

1.  Copleston,  F.,  A  History  of  Philosophy:  Late  Medieval  and 
Renaissance Philosophy, Vol. 3, Part II, The Revival of 
Platonism to Suarez, New York: Image Books, 1963. 

2.  Copleston,  F.,  A  History  of  Philosophy:  Modern  Philosophy, 
Descartes  to  Leibniz,  Vol.  4,  Garden  City,  New  York:  Image 
Books,ADivision of Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1963. 

3.  Copleston, F., A History of Philosophy: Modern Philosophy: The 
British Philosophers, Vol. 5, Part II, Berkeley to Hume, New York: 
Image Books,ADivision of Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1964. 

4.  Scruton,  R.,  A  Short  History  of  Modern  Philosophy:  From 
Descartes to Wittgenstein, Second Edition, Routledge, London 
and New York: Taylor and Francis Group, 1995. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 
 
 

WP04 Contemporary Western Philosophy                           4 ECTS 
Utilitarianism: Jeremy Bentham – John Stuart Mill – Realism: George 
Edward Moore – B. Russell – Pragmatism:   Charles Sanders Peirce, 
William  James,  John  Dewey  –  Phenomenololgy:  Edmund  Husserl  
– Jacque Maritain, Etiene, Cornelio Fabro. 

Bibliography 

1.  Copleston,   F.,   Contemporary   Philosophy,   London:   Search 
Press., 1972. 

2.  Luntely,  M.,  Contemporary  Philosophy  of  Thought,  Oxford: 
Blackwell Publishers, 1999. 

3.  Shatz,  S.  M.,  Contemporary  Philosophy  of  Religion,  
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982. 

4.  Charles, A. Hobbs, “Reconsidering John Dewey's Relationship 
with Ancient Philosophy” in International Philosophical 
Quarterly, 
53 (September 2013) 3, pp. 325-336. 

5.  Manoj  Kumar.  D.,  “Bertrand  Russell's  Critique  of  God  and 



Religion” in Jnanodaya, 19 (2012), pp. 104-118. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 

 
WP05 Existentialism                                                                 3 ECTS 
A Brief History of Existential Movement – Basic Principles of 
Existential Philosophy  –     A  Detailed  Study  of  the  principal  
thoughts  of  S. Kierkegarrd,  K.  Jaspers,  G.  Marcel,  F.  Nietzsche,  
M.  Heidegger, J.P.Sarte andA. Camus –ACritical Evaluation of 
Existentialism. Bibliography 

1.  Blackham H. J., Six Existentialist Thinkers, Routledge: London, 
1986 

2.  Barrett, William, Irrational Man:AStudy in Existential Philosophy, 
Doubleday: New York, 1958 

3.  Cooper,  David  E.,  Existentialism:  A  Reproduction,  Blackwell 
Publishing: Oxford, 1990 

4.  Macquarrie,  John,  Existentilaism:  An  Introduction,  Guide  and 
Assessment, Penguin Books: London, 1972 

5.  Reynolds, Jack, Understanding Existentialism, Acumen: Bucks, 
2006 

6.  Copleston, Frederick, A History of Philosophy (Vol. 7): Modern 
Philosophers, Part II: Schopenhauer to Nietzsche, Image Books: 
New York, 1965 

7.  Copleston,  Frederick, A History  of  Philosophy  (Vol.  9)  Part  
II: Mainew de Biran to Sartre, Image Books: New York, 1977 

Rev. Dr. A. Benedict Prabaharan 
 

 

WP06 Marxism and Atheism                                                  3 ECTS 
Relevance of the Study of Marxism for Our Context – Significance of 
the Life of K. Marx – Detailed Study of the Basic Principles of his 
Philosophy: Alienation   of   Philosophy,   Historical   Materialism,   
Dialectical Materialism,Criticism   of   Religion   –   Critical   Evaluation   
of   Marxist Philosophical  Methods  –  Marxism  in  India.  Traditional 
Arguments  in favour of Atheism – Forms of Atheism: Scientific, 
Psychological, Moral andAnthropologicalAtheism – Evaluation 
ofAtheism – Forms ofAtheism in India and in Tamilnadu. 

 
Bibliography 

1.  Küng, H., Does God Exist?, An Answer for Today, Translated by 
Edward Quinn, New York: Collins, Fount Paperbacks, 

1980. 

2.  Marx,  E.,  and  Lenin,  On  Dialectical  Materialism,  Moscow: 
Progress Publishers, 1977. 

3.  Osborne, P., How to Read Marx, London: Granta Books, 2005. 

4.  Rockmore, T., Marx After Marxism: The Philosophy of Karl 
Marx, Great Britain: Blackwell Publishers, 2002. 



5.  TRotsky, L., The Living Thoughts of Karl Marx, Based on 
Capital: ACritique of Political Economy, New Delhi: Rupa & Co., 
2002. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 

 
WP08 Post-Modernism                                                             2 ECTS 
It  has  been  a  witnessing  scene  in  recent  years  that  various  
radical changes in our social and political existence emerge as 
traditional ideas and  ways  of  living  increasingly  being  called  into  
question.  Such questioning  has  led  to  a  crisis  of  uncertainty  
characteristic  of  'Post- Modernism', most usefully thought of as an 
elastic critical category with a range of applications and potential 
understandings. Our attempt at this course  would  be  to  show  how  
Post-Modernism  has  raised  a  new consciousness on the multiplicity 
of sources of knowledge and meaning of   reality.   We   aim   at   
presenting   the   meaning,   emergence   and philosophical 
characteristics of postmodernism with few stalwarts. Bibliography 

1. Connor, S. (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to 
Postmodernism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2004. 

2. Puthenpurackal, J. (ed.), The Postmodern...ASiege of the 
Citadel of Reason, Delhi: Media House, 2002. 

3. Sim,   S.,   The   Routeledge   Companion   to   Post   
Modernism, London: Routeledge, 2001. 

4. Swarup,  M.,  An  Introductory  Guide  to  Post-Structuralism  and 
Post-Modernism, New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993. 

Rev. Dr. A. Benedict Prabaharan 

 
Indian Philosophy and Religions in Asia 

 

IP01 Introduction to Indian Philosophy                                    4 ECTS 
This  course  aims  at  introducing  the  study  of  Indian  Philosophy  by 
explaining its characteristics and sources, the latter including the Hindu 
Scriptures. This course covers also the tenets of the two major sects of 
Hinduism: Vaishnavism and Saivism. 

Bibliography 

1.  Jayard,  S.,  “Is  (Not)  Indian  Philosophy  Rational?”  in  Indian 
Philosophical Quarterly, 34 (April-December 2007) 49-67. 

2.  Mahadevan, T. M. P., Invitation to Indian Philosophy, New 
Delhi: Arnold-Heinemann Publishers, 1974. 

3.  Sharma, C., A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Delhi:  
Motilal 

Barnarsidass, 1995. 

4.  Vikrant, S. “Facts of Indian Philosophy,” in Jnanodaya, 13 (2006) 
47-65. 

Rev. Dr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 

 



IP02 Nastika Darsanas and Schools of Saivism                      4 

ECTS This course is an attempt to delineate the teachings of nastika 

darsanas such as Carvaka, Jainism and Buddhism and the schools of 

Saivism. Bibliography 

1.  Hiriyana, M., The Essentials of Indian Philosophy, Delhi:  Motilal 
Barnarsidass, 1995. 

2.  Hiriyana,  M.,  Outlines  of  Indian  Philosophy,  Bombay:   Acorse 
Allen & Unwim, 1976. 

3.  The   Cultural   Heritage   of   India,   Vols.   15,   Calcutta:   The 
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, 1969. 

Rev. Dr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 
IP03 Astika Darsanas                                                                 4 ECTS 

A special attention is paid in this course to delve very deeply into the 
teachings of astika darsanas such as Nyaya, Vaisesika, Samkhya, 
Yoga, Mimamsa, and Vedanda and to make a critical assessment of 
each of them. 

Bibliography 

1.  Dasgupta, S., A History of Indian Philosophy, Vols. 1-5, Delhi: 
Motilal Banarsidass, 1988. 

2.  Radhakrishnan, S., Indian Philosophy, Vols. 1 & 2, New Delhi: 
Oxford University, 2002. 

Rev. Dr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 

 
IP04 Contemporary Indian Thought                                      4 ECTS 

Hindu  Reform  Movements  –  Guru  Movements  –  Indian  Mysticism  

– Gandhian Thought –Academic Philosophies. 

Bibliography 

1.   Choudhary, K. P.S., Modern Indian Mysticism, Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1981. 

2.  Lal, B. K., Contemporary Indian Philosophy, Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1989. 

3. Mahadevan, T.  M.  P.,  and  Saroja, A.  V.,  Contemporary  
Indian 

Philosophy, New Delhi: Sterling Publishers, 1985. 

4. George,   V.   A.   “Political   Liberation   (Swaraj):   A   Gandhian 
Perspective” in Divyadaan, 9 (1998) 1, pp. 55-82. 

5. Sundar,   “Relationship   as   Communion   and   Choiceless 
Awareness: The Philosophy of Jiddu Krishnamurti,” in 
Jnanodaya Journal of Philosophy, 20 (2013), pp. 148-162. 

Rev. Dr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 

 
 
 
 
 



IP05 Asian Religions                                                                  2 ECTS 
Meaning and aim of Religion –Asia as a cradle of Religions – Study of 
the birth  and  developments  of  Islam,  Judaism,  Zoroastrianism,  
Taoism, Confucianism and Sikhism, with reference to their prophets and 
Sacred Scriptures. 

Bibliography 

1.  Clarke, F., Introduction to the Study of Religion, Britain: Open 

University Press, 1981. 

2.  Daniel P.S., et. al., Religious Traditions of India, Delhi: ISPCK, 

2001. 

3.  Emmanuel, J., The Study of Religions, Bangalore: Theological 

Book Trust, 2006. 

4.  Errol  L.,  “Towards  Integral  Approach  to  Religious  Studies: 
Observation” in Jnanadeepa, 17 (Jan 2014) 1, pp.177-179. 

5.  Karuvelil, G., “Christian Faith, Philosophy and Culture” in 

Jnanadeepa, 17 (Jan. 2014) 1, pp. 101-118. 

  
 

 
 
 

 

B. THE SUPPLEMENTARY OBLIGATORY SUBJECTS 

SP10 Fides et Ratio                                                                    2 ECTS 
The problem of the relationship between faith and reason – The history 
of the problem – Faith and reason as two modes of God-talk – Faith, 
reason and certitude – The dialectic relation between faith and reason: 
Believing in  order  to  understand  and  understanding  in  order  to  
believe  – Philosophy and theology – Faith and science. 

Bibliography 

1.   John Paul II, Fides et Ratio, Encyclical Letter to the Bishops of 

the  Catholic  Church  on  the  Relationship  between  Faith  and 

Reason,   Vatican   City:   Libreria   Editrice   Vaticana,   1998. 
2.   Vekathanam,   Mathew,   Revelation   -   Reason   -   Faith: 

Perspectives   in   Fundamental   Theology,   Bangalore:  Asian 

Trading Corporation, 2013. 

3.   Fries, Heinrich, “Faith and Knowledge”, Sacramentum Mundi: 
An Encylopadia of Theology, ed., Karl Rahner et. al., 
Bangalore: Theological Publications in India, 1978, pp. 329-
334. 

4.   Verweyen,   Hansjürgen,   “Reason/Faith”,   Dictionary   of 
Fundamental   Theology,   ed.,   Rene   Latourelle   and   Rino 
Fisichella, New York: St. Paul's, 1994, pp. 810-815. 

5.   John Romus, D., “Faith and Reason”, ACPI Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, Vol.I, ed., Johnson J. Puthenpurackal, Bangalore: 
Asian TradingCorporation, 2010, pp. 528-533. 

  



 
AS08 Latin                                                                                  4 ECTS 
Preliminary Notions: Pronunciation, Syllables, Simplest Rules of Syntax, 
Parts  of  Speech  –  Declensions  of  Nouns  –  Pronouns:  Personal, 
Demonstrative,  Relative,  and  Reflexive  –  Adjectives  –  Adverbs  – 
Expressions of Time – Vocabularies – Translation Exercises – Verbs – 
Conjugations  –  Active,  Passive  and  Deponent  Verbs,  Irregular  and 
Defective Verbs – Degrees of Comparison – Numerals – Prepositions – 
Conjunctions – Participles – Gerund –Supine – Infinitive and 
Subjunctive etc. 

Source Book: Longmans' Latin Course (Grammar & 
Exercise) 

Rev. Dr. Antony Madalaimuthu & 

Rev. Dr. G. Joseph Rolington Fernando 

 
AS09 Methodology                                                                    1 ECTS 

Introduction – General Idea, Concept, and Usefulness of Methodology 
– Study:  Its  Nature  and  Purpose  –  Personal  Formation,  and  Integral 

Gradual Progress – Scientific Work – Research and Subsidiary Work – 
Using  Library  –  Scientific  Learning  –  Seminars  –  Written  Works  – 
Synopsis  –  Book  Review  –  Term  Papers  and  Articles  –  Thesis  or 
Dissertation   –   General   Regulations   –   Sectional  Arrangements   – 
Footnotes – Bibliography – Personal Effectiveness Programme – The 
Successful Student – Ways to Concentrate – The SQ3R Method of 
Study 
– Build 
Vocabulary. 

Bibliography 

1. Chitnis, K.N., Research Methodology in History, Delhi: Atlantic 
Publishers, 1998. 

2. Sandanam,  J.  P.,  Methodology  for  Research,  Bangalore:  St. 
Peter's Pontifical Institute, 2006. 

3. Newman, J. E., Methodological Guidelines for the Composition of 
Assignments, Seminar Papers and Dissertations, Bangalore: St. 
Peter's Pontifical Institute, 2013. 

4. Mason and Jennifer, Qualitative Researching, New Delhi: SAGE 
Publications, 1996. 

Rev. Fr. A. Arul Prakasam 
 
 

C. THE OPTIONAL AND ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 

SP11 Aesthetics                                                                         1 ECTS 
This course examines the nature, function and the value of aesthetic 
experiences and works of art. It outlines the status, origin and purpose 
of art  as  articulated  by  some  important  classic  and  modern  thinkers.  
It examines some art theories such as Representation and Expression 
theories, Formalist and Cognitive approaches of art. It also focuses on 



some contemporary debates in aesthetics and philosophy of art: how 
the meaning of a work of art relates to it author's intentions, the 
interaction between moral and aesthetic value in art etc. 

Bibliography 
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PY01 General Psychology                                                        2 ECTS 

Nature  of  Psychology  -  Biological  bases  of  behavior  -  Sensation  
& Perception - Learning & Memory - Cognition - Intelligence - 

Creativity - Motivation - Emotion  - Personality -Assessment of 
Personality. Bibliography 

1.  Baron, R.A., Psychology, 5
th 

ed., New Delhi: Prentice Hall, 2013. 

2.  Cicarelli,   S.   K.,   et.   al.,   Psychology,   New   Delhi:   Pearson 
Longman– Dorling Kindersley Private Ltd, 2009. 

3.  Hoeksema, S. N., et. al., Atkinson and Higard's Psychology: An 
Introduction, 15

th 
ed., New Delhi: Cengage Learning India Private 

Ltd, 2014. 

4. Morgan, C. T., et. al., Introduction to Psychology, 7
th   

ed., New 
Delhi: Tata McGraw – Hill Edition, 2011. 

5.  Santrock,   J.   W.,   Psychology:   Essentials,   New   Delhi:   
Tata 

McGraw – Hill Edition, 2006. 
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PY02 Developmental Psychology                                             2ECTS 
Developmental Psychology of Erik Erickson - Attribution: Understanding 
the Causes of Others' Behaviour –Attitudes: FormingAttitudes;Attitudes 
and  Behaviours  Persuasion  –  Cognitive  Dissonance  –  Process  of 
Changing Attitude – Social Influence: Changing Others' Behaviours – 
Conforming – Obedience. 

Bibliography 
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PY03 Theories of Psychology                                                   2 ECTS 

Theories of Personality and Motivation: Psycho–dynamic Theories of Sigmund Freud, C.G. Jung 

and Erik Erickson – Behavioural Theories of Personality: Humanistic Theories of Personality by 

Rogers and Maslow, Trait Theories of Personality by Gorden Allport and Eyscenk, Eastern Theories  
of  Personality:  Yoga  and  Hindu  Tradition,  Zen  Buddhism, Probabilistic Orientation. 

Bibliography 

1.  Hoeksema, S. N., et., al., Atkinson and Higard's Psychology: An Introduction, 15
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ed., New 
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PY04 Perspectives in Psychopathology                               2 ECTS  
Psychopathology and Counselling – Stress and Coping: Physiological and Psychological eactions 
to Stress – Coping with Stress – Abnormal Behaviour:  Anxiety,  Disorders,  Mood  Disorders, 
Schizophrenia  and Personality  Disorders  –  Human  Sexuality:  Definition  and  Scope  of Human 
Sexuality, Sexual Disfunction, Marriage, and Parenthood.  
Bibliography 
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AS01 Spirituality I                                                                      1 ECTS  
Meditation: meaning, kinds, methods – Western style of meditations with samples and 
demonstration and practice - Eastern style: Contemplative, Zen   Zarazen,   Transcendental   etc   -   
Charismatic   prayer   and   its usefulness  and  excess.  Essentials  of  Indian  spirituality  -  Need  
and meaning of Spiritual direction - Spiritual struggles. 

Bibliography 

1.  Antonysamy, F, An Introduction to Christian Spirituality, Mumbai: St. Paul's, 2000. 

2.  Pai, R., Prayer is..., Dindigul: Vaigarai Publishing House, 2015. 
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4.  Kuttiyanimattathil,   J.,   ed,.   Basics   of   Spiritual   Direction, Bengaluru: Kristhu Jothi 
Publication, 2014. 

5.  Kunnumpuram,   K.,   Life   in   Abundance   -   Indian   Christian Reflection on Spirituality, 
Mumbai: St. Pauls, 2006. 
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AS01 Spirituality II                                                                     1 ECTS  
Power  of  Prayer,  Use  of  Meditation,  Meditation  Therapy  –  Psycho- Spiritual Integration - 
Morality and Spirituality. Eco spirituality - Kenotic spirituality  -  Down  to  earth  spirituality  –  
Discernment  -  Spirituality  of Ministerial Priesthood, of Religious, of common faithful. 

Bibliography 

1. Murphy,  J.,  How  to  Use  the  Power  of  Prayer,  New  Delhi: Fingerprint, 2019. 

2. Vas, L. S. R, Meditation, Delhi: Pustak Mahal, 2003. 
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AS02 Introduction to Sacred Scripture                                    1 ECTS  
Sacred Scriptures in various Religions: Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, etc. – The Books of the Bible – 
The Text and Versions: The Hebrew Bible (MT), The Septuagint (LXX), The Greek NT, The Vulgate 
(Vg) – Inspiration and Inerrancy – Canonicity – The Geography of the Holy Land – How to read the  
Bible?  (Dangers  of  Fundamentalism)  –  The  Role  of  the  Sacred Scripture in India, in the day–
to–day life of the people. 

Bibliography 

1.  Brown, R.E., An Introduction to the New Testament, Bangalore: Theological Publications in 
India, 2000. 

2.  Hill, R.C., Breaking the Bread of the Word: Principles of Teaching Scripture, Rome: PBI, 
1991. 
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Oxford University Press, 2013. 

4.  Francis., Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of the Gospel, Trivandrum:  
Carmel International Publishing House, 2013. 

5.  The Biblical Commission's Document: The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church - Text 
and Commentary, Rome: PBI, 1995. 
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AS06 Introduction to Liturgy                                                    1 ECTS  
Definition, meaning and the nature of Christian Liturgy - Importance of Liturgy and para-liturgy – 
History of liturgy - Importance of community celebration, - Place of Holy Scripture in the Liturgy – 
Liturgical Families East  and  West,  -  Liturgy  in  Sacro  sanctum  Concilium-  Liturgy  as  a Sacred  
Action   and   Celebration   in   Signs   and   Symbols   –  Active participation and community 
celebration of Liturgy – Liturgical Postures, Gestures and actions. This study will enhance the 
students to know and to participate in the liturgical celebrations actively and to have the clear 
understanding of liturgical things, places and how to deal with them will be highlighted. 

Bibliography 

1.  Arockiaraj,  S.,  Introduction  to  Liturgy,  Tindivanam:  TNBCLC, 2008. 
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AS07 Fundamental Liturgy                                                       1 ECTS  

Liturgical Year its origin, history and celebration - Liturgical movement and the renewal in the liturgy 
- Veneration of Saints, Blessed Virgin Mary. Popular devotions in relation with the Liturgy – Signs 
and Symbols in Liturgy- Liturgical Music. The objective of this course is to make the students  to  
understand  the  different  actions  in  relation  with  liturgical celebrations. This will enable the 
students to know the basic principles that are applicable in the liturgical celebrations and the 
essentiality of the liturgical celebrations. 
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AS10 Church History - General Introduction                           1 ECTS  
The students are offered the basic details about the Church in History – Contributions of Popes 
between and immediately after two world wars especially Pope Pius X, Pope Paul VI, Pope John 
Paul II and the present Pope Francis - the growth of the Indian and Tamilnadu Church. 
Bibliography 



1.   McBrien, R., Catholicism, Mumbai: St. Pauls Publication in India, 2008. 

2. O' Mahony, C., Church  History A Summary, Alwaye: Pontifical Institute Publications, 1999. 
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AS10 Church History - Contemporary                                       1ECTS  
This course deals with the contemporary period - the social outlooks and the  history  of  the  thoughts  
and  the  diversity  of  the  inner  life  of  the universal church with the perspective of the development 
of theology and  its  various  movements  –  Anti-Christian  and  Anti-ecclesiastical movements – 
Protestantism – Orthodox Churches.– The Educational system – Charity and Ecclesiastical works 
ofAssistance. 
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AS13 History of the Ancient Biblical World                              1 ECTS  
The  Israel  of  the  Biblical  times  was  greatly  influenced  by  the  socio- economic,  political  and  
religious  life  of  the  people  around.  To  better understand the faith experience of Israel as 
presented in the Bible one needs to know something of the history of its neighbours. Hence this 
course aims at presenting a brief history of the Ancient Biblical World, namely, of the Sumerians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Hurrians, Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites and the Egyptians, obviously with 
a special focus on the history of Israel. 
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AS14 Psalms                                                                              1 ECTS   
Psalms: The Formation of Psalter – Literary Types: Hymns, Laments, Royal Psalms, Thanksgiving 
Psalms – Wisdom Psalms – Theological, Christological, and Pastoral Explanation of the Psalms – 
The Use of Psalms for One's Own Spiritual and Pastoral Life. 
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